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Wittig Erhard, internationally renamed for his role in the
"miracle" of Germanr's post-war *concede reo preryard prosperity, has
Men Minister for Economics eines 1949 and federal vice *smeller
since 1957. Erhard retains one of the political figures most
frequently mentioned as a possible successor to Chancellor Konrad
kdenaner, despite evidences during the past two years of antagonism
and mutual distrust between the two Christian Democratic leaders.

Born February 4, 1897 in Firth, Bavaria, Erhard entered the
Imperial German Army in 1916 and in 1918 was severalywounded. After
reeovery he studied menades at the University of Frankfurt, re-
ceiving his Ph.D. degree in 1924. Be spent the at four years doing
research for various business firm and from 1928 to 1942 me employed
by the Institute for loonatio Observation in Bernbergas assistant,
departaent bead and director. Erlard spent the last three yea" of
World War II as director at the Institute for Industrial Ream* in
NOreberg and Beyreuth. Imadiately after the German oolleme in 7945,
he ems appointed monad.° adviser for Upper and Middle Fremont& by
U.S. Military Government authorities *ewers waking economists with
anti-lied reoords. In 1945 he was named Bavarian Minister for
Kameda and the next year became director of the Money and Credit
Office of the Dismal liconamios Administration. Elected to the
Hundesteg in 1949, Erhard use appointed Minister for Ferancates in
September of that year.

Erhard is an extrovert, radiating energy, well-being, optimism
and vigor. An able extemporaneous speaker, he in probably a bettor
talker than listener, mime he is firmly convinced in the correctness
of his cm view. Fa/bright end tepatimt, he Is frequently un-
diplomatic both in action and epee* and, on occasion, his bluntness
has caused minor fame. He is a liberal monealet Who devoutly
believe@ in the 111444MO efficacy of market competition end private
enterprise, on the one band, and °crammer emersignty, on the other,
as the determining economic forms in Western society. Rammer, he
dose not alleys give the Impression of sophistication an dealing
with problems of mixed economic and political character. Cm of the
sources of friction between himself and Chancellor Admmer is
Erbard's outspoken criticize of the restrictive economic features of
the European Economic Calamity, notwithstanding the EEC's political
significance for Germany.

StronglywomWeetern in orientation, Erhard is quite friendly to
the United States and highlyreceptive to U.S. advice and influence.
A Protestant, Erhard serried in 1923. There are no children.

INRIRFB:HI	 Mar* 1961

DECLASSIFIED AND R OTIE
a

D uT
mIAL 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
s-owirrEsHETHODGEXEMPT ION MBNAZI WAR CRIMES el SC LOSLIRE AC!DATE 2006

—7

FOR COORDINATION WITH	


